Use of ganciclovir in the treatment of cytomegalovirus infections.
Ganciclovir (Cymevene*) is an antiviral drug that shows efficacy against cytomegalovirus (CMV) infections. These are particularly important in patients with AIDS or iatrogenic immunosuppression. Ganciclovir is a virostatic agent that prevents viral DNA replication: it is effective in CMV retinitis, colitis and pneumonitis. Since the drug is particularly taken up by cells with a high rate of DNA replication, its adverse effects are most pronounced in bone marrow and testis; its present indications are therefore only for serious CMV disease.